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collecting clubs - a wealth of information....and more

eb

In today’s Internet world, some might
think there isn't any need for collect-
ing clubg —alter all, isn't everything
yow'll ever want 10 know just a click
away? Not according to Lary Krug,
co founder, Association of Collecting
Clubs (ACC),

“Collecting ¢lubs are an important
sl‘;‘gmem' Df £nr L'lnr'i{'l'_}ES. art Z'I.I]CI Efl_}l—
lectibles industry]” Krug said. “The
combined snowledge base of taeir

membership is usually the backbone of

knowledge for that particular collect-
ing area the club suppaorts, be it ot
glass, Red Wing pottery, bookends,
mechanical banks, vintage autos, coirs
ar [E[llﬂl] 5;('{1;@(’.2(’1'5.

There are more than 40,000 collert-
ing clubs in the world, representing
nearly every country. The ACC, head-
quartercd in Gaithershurg, Maryland,
works with more than 5,000 of them
an six continents, The leadership and
members of practically every elub is
just as dedicated as the next,

But what exzctly do these clubs do?
“Clubs provide irformation for the
collecting area they support  from
research, study and documeniaion,
to preservation and archives,” Krug
said “Many cluby are the industry
watchdogs for ethics violations and
reproductions, They support the de-
velopment and operation of museums
and exhibits and publish journals and
newsletters, Sone clubs have mentor-
ing programs tor new members and
pravide adviee on eollection manage-
ment, storage, dispay and account-
ability. They offer conventions, shows,
workshops, seminars and auctions,”

And thats not all. According to Krug,
one of the most importart benefirs that
collecting clubs offer are the network-
ing opportunities for buying. selling
and rading — not o mention fostermg
the establishment of personal Iriend-
ships within the hobby that car last a
lifetime. Forthermore, heing 2 member
of a strong collecting club can person-
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ally make you more knowledgzeable
and thus make your collection more

Judy Penz Sheluk

valuable,

Today, many ol these ciubs - even
smaller, [oeal collecting clubs - now
also have a websie, “For most of these
clubs, even though rhey may have
Iieen in existence for decades, their
website is the first direct exposure
they have had to a mass audienee,”
Krug said, “Usually their newsletter or
publication is distributed only to meni-
bers. Often their annual convention
is for members anly, A club wehsite
whicii not only reaches beyond the
club membership, but offers = glabal
reach, is new to these clubs, But many
of them are rapidly becoming key -
resources For our industry, not only
coverng club activities and news. but
a wide array of helpful information o
the collector or anyone else that hap-
pens to visit their site.”

Some club sites offer virtual mu-
seuis, pacta gallenes, history of
that particular collecting area, photo
feanures of member collections, pattern
identification. glossaries, reproduction
alerts; upcoming antque sales and

Wedgwood Jasper Medallion of Charles
Darwin. Object and photo courtesy of
Adele |. Barnett. Many people don’t

know that Charles Darwin was Josiah
Wedgwood I's grandson — but you can bet
that members of the Wedgwood Society of
Boston know! A link to their websile, www.
wedgwoodsociety.org, as well as other
Wedgwood collectors’ associalions, can be
found hy doing a club directory search on
http://collectingclubs.com.

Dodge Tackeye Wigeon Drake and Hen decoy pair, ¢. 1880. Courtesy of RJG Antiques.
There are no fewer than 10 decoy collectors clubs listed on hitp://collectingcubs.com,




shows dealing with their collecting
specialties, Many clubs websites offer
forums or discussion groups for those
having specific questions about that pa=
ticular collecting area,

“If you are .'-;it-nply looking for informa-
tion on an item you have, check out the
club websites, The ACC Club Directory
is the largest on the Imemet, offering the
maost information or clubs, with reacly
contact inforation including many
direct links 10 websites” Krug said, “For
znv serious colleator, I there s a collea-
ing cub serving your area o colecting,
vou need to be a member or the club”

About the Association o Collecting
Clubs: Established in 1996 as the pace
to provide free mformation for collecting
clube, collectors and the entire antigues,
art and collectibles industry, ACC's web-
site, httpe//collectingclubs.com, offers a
myriad ol resources and services, includ-
ing a club direcrory, club convenrion
schedule, flea market directory, repair
and restoration directory, collectors’ glos-
sanes, auction and show calendar direc
tory, news service, collectors tracke show,
appraisals and aporaising information, as
well as information or: the Hobby Protec-
tion Adt, LLS Preservation Acts, and other

ACC and NAC programs,

Kelly Bros. (1903-1963) mounted
Texas spurs with double diamond
mountings on the band. Courlesy
of Cody Old West Auction/Ireland
Graphic Design. Do you collect
spurs that jingle, jangle, jinglet A
good place fo get ‘spurred on’ and
meet like-minded individuals is
the National Bit, Spur and Saddle
Collectors Association; members
arc interested in westermn Americana
memorabilia and Western artifacts.
Their website, and others in this
category, can be found on http://
collectingclubs.com.
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Interested in paperweights? The members of The
New England Paperweight Collector’s Assodiation
[www.nepaperweight.org] is one af many
paperwveight collectors dubs easily found by duoing
aclub directory search on http://collectingclubs.com
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